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What will be the next violation of human rightsin Indonesia?

First there was the Aceh Legislative Council thegged th€anun Jinayapunishing
adultery and homosexual conduct with stoning tdldead caning. Then there was the
Constitutional Court decision upholding the AntirRagrahy law that criminalizes
homosexuality, and leaves room to criminalize salitywiolating especially cultural
minorities’ freedom of expressioRinally there came the mobs attacking the ILGA Asia
Conference participantsin broad daylight of Surabaya.

On March 2% the Indonesian police cancelled the regional Asiaference of the
International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgenderlatersex Association (ILGA) that was
to be held in Surabaya through 26 — 28 March amsltovdée attended by more than 150
activists representing 100 organizations from 1&sountries. It is claimed that the police
cancelled the conference due to pressures and tfratiacks from conservative Muslim
groups, though in fact the duty of the police wadeater such attack8stheinability of a
state and its law enfor cement unitsto protect the freedom of expression and association
can only reflect institutional discrimination and systematic intimidation against human
rights advocates.

On March 28 these groups did indeed attack the Conferenciiparts in the Oval Hotel
where they were trapped, having arrived in Sural@ngavare of the last minute cancelation,
and unable to leave the city.

We know that the freedom of association is protebtethe law in Indonesia, and we also
know that though not required by law, the OrgargZBommittee had received the permit for
the conference and that this permit was withdrawthe police in Surabaya, which allegedly
feared violent attacks by radical Islamic groups.

Yet the same police had no fear dining with thadkiers in the lobby of the Oval Hotel, while
the mob harassed the Conference participants gingeébem to verbal and physical abuse.
The mob also sealed the office of GAYa NUSANTARMKe tocal organization that hosted

the conference. This office is still closed and Bamights activists in Surabaya are still under
the threat of further attacks.

In a country such as Indonesia that prides itseit®diversity, and is supposed to uphold the
universal principles of human rights, these actgi@knce and intimidation against human
rights activists are simply and completely unacaklgt In a democratizing country such as
Indonesia, the duty of the state, its legal instota and its police is to guarantee the
constitutional right of association of the peojled not to deprive them of this right by
sheltering pressure groups that wrongfully usendmae of Islam to further their political
agendas.

As 38 leading non-gover nmental organizations and academic institutionsfrom 16
countriesin theMiddle East, North Africa, South and South East Asia, we call upon the
member s of the pressto spread the news on these outrageous violations of human rights,
so that the authorities take immediate and solithad¢o guarantee the safety of the
Conference organizers and participants who afdarsurabaya, and reopen the doors of
GAYa NUSANTARA and safeguard the security of adlmembers.
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